
To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

holly_sage@hotmail.com[holly_sage@hotmail.com] 
Green, Holly 
Fri 12/5/2014 2:22:39 AM 
Fwd: Region 8 Review- GS item 

Holly Sage Green 
Acting Branch Chief, Prevention 
Drinking Water Protection Division 
USEPA 
(202) 566-0651 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Green, Holly" 
Date: December 3, 2014 at 10:52:32 AM EST 
To: "Kumar, Chitra" 
Subject: Region 8 Review- GS item 
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From: Minter, Douglas 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 2:32PM 
To: Green, Holly 
Cc: Simon, Roy 
Subject: RE: Update for your help with Ron Region 8 Review Visit on December 9 and 10 

Energy- Aquifer Exemptions/Underground Injection Control Program 
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Goal: 

Receive further policy direction/input from OGWDW to inform future decisions on 
"complex" aquifer exemption requests. 

Background: 

Increased Regional activity in energy sector activities including oil and gas 
production and in-situ uranium mining has led to aquifer exemption requests that 
involve higher quality, higher sustained yield, and/or relatively shallow aquifers, 
some of which can occur in unique hydrogeologic settings. As a result, there can be 
significant uncertainty regarding the potential for current and/or future use of the 
aquifer or its portion proposed for exemption. Consequently, these "complex" 
aquifer exemption requests require a broader and more rigorous review to inform 
decision making. 

Issues/Challenges: 

-'--'"-"-"'-~'--''--c'--''--' The Region's current source/use analysis in its recent Record of 
Decision approving an aquifer exemption request for Line Energy's proposed Class 
Ill in-situ coal gasification project has raised concerns from some States, including 
Wyoming. Region 8 expects to receive similar in-situ recovery-related aquifer 
exemption requests (e.g., for uranium mining) in Wyoming in the near future that 
will likely raise these issues again, therefore the need for further policy direction. 

-c__]C_jc_j'_~'-'-'-L~~ Region 8 expects to continue to receive a number of Class I and 11-
related aquifer exemption requests for proposed disposal of oil/gas-related 
production fluids and uranium in-situ recovery-related wastes. At least one of these 
requests (i.e., Encana's Moneta Divide Gas Project in Wyoming) will pose unique 
future use issues that need further policy direction. 

What can OW do in support of the Region's efforts? 

Current Source/Use: We appreciate OGWDW's clarification of current source/use 
analysis through its recent policy memo. Coincidentally, Wyoming has questioned 
the Region's method and assumptions that informed EPA's current source/use 
analysis on Line Energy's aquifer exemption request. To address these concerns, 
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the Region requests that OGWDW continue to engage our States (e.g., through 
GWPC) so that current source/use analyses by the States and EPA will be in 
alignment. 

Future Use: As prompted in OGWDW's recent policy memo, we ask that OGWDW 
continue to work with the Regions to develop tools, etc. to inform Regional future 
use analyses based on aquifer quality, depth, sustained yield, presence of 
contaminants, and other factors. 

What has the Region done to further the national program? 

Region 8 has, and will continue to, collaborate with OGWDW and other Regions in 
addressing aquifer exemption-related issues by drawing upon its considerable 
experience reviewing aquifer exemption requests, and documenting Regional 
decisions. As a member of EPA's national aquifer exemption workgroup, the 
Region will also continue to use its technical and regulatory expertise in assisting 
OGWDW in development of aquifer exemption policy. 

Contact name and phone number: 

Douglas Minter (303-312-6079) and Wendy Cheung (303-312-6242) 

From: Green, Holly 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 11:48 AM 
To: Minter, Douglas 
Subject: FW: Update for your help with Ron Region 8 Review Visit on December 9 and 10 
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From: Simon, Roy 
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 3:30PM 
To: Green, Holly 
Subject: Update for your help with Ron Region 8 Review Visit on December 9 and 10 

Here is the agenda as I know it now for both the 8 - 10 am Dec. 9 Ron sessions with 
Regional BCs, and full agenda for the Dec 9 and 10 meeting. 

Dec 9, 8- 10 am sessions: 
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about on source water relative to Wyoming, or other issues. 

-'--''-'l_j'--''-'c__j~'l_j For UIC, Ron is ok with Doug Minter sending us a draft paper, to start, on the 
issues of the " Dewey Burdock Uranium ISR Proposed Permits and Aquifer Exemptions 

Here is that 8 - 1 0 am agenda: 

Break Out Session 12/9, 8-10 am 

8-9 Drinking Water (Sarah Bahrman & Lisa Kahn) 

State primacy issues 

Wyoming transients 

Small Systems 

9-9:15 Source Water Protection (Judy Bloom) 

Wyoming 

9:15-10 UIC (Douglas Minter) 

Briefing on Dewey Burdock Uranium ISR Proposed Permits and Aquifer Exemption 

Main Agenda on December 9 and 10 

-c__j,_j~l_jl_,c__jL_jc__j For the Energy Session on Dec 9 at 3-5 pm, Ron will likely have to speak up 
on four topics: 

o Overall issues, AE, GS and HF 
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-l_c[_jl__Cc__jL_,'__cL_[L_[ Doug Minter is lead for AE and is writing a paper and sending the draft to us 
for format and substance purposes by November 26. 

-~,~~L_[L_l~~,L_[ Ron agreed that you and your staff would write the papers for GS and HF in 
the same format as the AE paper. 

o You can contact Doug sooner if you want to do so. 

-'--J[_j'--cl_lL_,c__j~,l_c For the Nutrients session from 1-2 on December 10, it appears all the issues 
are Clean Water Act and Ron said he had all the information he needs on the nitrate DW 
standard, nutrients in general, HABs and algal toxins. 

Roy 

Designated Federal Official for 

National Drinking Water Advisory Council 

Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water/OW/USEPA 

202-564-3868 

E-mail: 
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